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Please send reviews of events, information about place names research, and any other News to: nigelrjneil@googlemail.com
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On the left are the Magi, represented as three kings, and on the right a shepherd with bicoloured mittens points the travellers toward the star of Bethlehem. Merry Christmas from 14th-century England.
Luttrell Psalter – British Library MS Add 42130, detail from fol. 87v
Committee News
The AGM, on 22nd October, saw a healthy turn-out of over 20.  Jacquie Crosby commented that Christine Storey and Andrew Walmsley have stepped down from the committee.  She thanked them both and added that Christine had also given time in looking after the website.  Jonathan Masters has joined the committee; he is working for a PhD at Lancaster University researching place-name evidence for the economic and social development of Lancashire coastal and low-lying regions between 1150 and 1550.  Mike Prescott has taken over the website.  We're looking for a treasurer and a chairman from October 2020.  If you are interested, please contact the Newsletter Editor. Watch out for Notes & Queries, and another instalment of Down t’river: towards a Microtoponymicon for South-Eastern Preston, by John Garth Wilkinson, in the next issue. Everyone on the LPNS Committee wish readers a Merry Christmas, and a Guid New Year (as we say north of the border).




Nigel Neil
Volunteer News
The current volunteers, Alan Chesters, Cath Rees, Jenny Stanistreet, Pat Stanistreet, Diana Winterbotham and John Wood, continue to support John Insley in producing a successor to Ekwall’s Place-names of Lancashire.  Diana and John are going through the Lancashire Eyre Rolls.  There is a lack of early material from East Lancashire, partly because they lack monastic lands.  We are now looking for volunteers willing to work at Lancaster University Library on published documents. If you are interested, please contact jacquie.crosby@lancashire.gov.uk
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2019 Annual Lecture

Our guest speaker on 22nd October was Professor John Insley, from Heidelberg University, LPNS’s Editor appointed by the English Place-Name Society. He has kindly summarised the key points of his talk for us:
Place-names and their sources in medieval Lancashire
The lecture began by pointing out that Lancashire was a relatively late formation based upon the Honour of Lancaster, a creation of the 12th century.  In Domesday Book, the areas north of the Ribble, Amounderness and Lonsdale, were surveyed with Yorkshire, while the areas south of the Ribble, inter Ripam et Mersam, were taken in with Cheshire.  This would seem to be a fundamental division.  The Ribble valley was an important dialect boundary in Middle England and the northern boundary of the ancient diocese of Lichfield ran along the southern bank of the Ribble.  We can begin by examining a text earlier than Domesday Book, King Æthelstan’s charter of 934 granting the territory of Amounderness to the church of St Peter of York.   The authenticity of this record has been questioned, but its latest editor, David Woodman, regards it as ‘fundamentally authentic’.  The historical background is that in 927 Æthelstan had received the submission of  the Northumbrians, the Scots, the Strathclyde Britons and the Welsh at Eamont near Penrith.  Given the continual threat of the Norse of Dublin and their historic interest in the possession of York, the territory of Amounderness was of considerable strategic importance, and it would have made sense to have put this territory in the hands of the archbishop of York, even though Archbishop Wulfstan I’s loyalty to the West Saxon monarchy was a dubious quantity.  The important parts are the text are:

…in loco quem solicole Agmundesness uocitant. … Primitus autem a mari sursum in Cocur usque ad fontem illius fluminis, ab illo fonte directe in alium fontem qui dicitur Saxonice Duleshope sic per descensum riuuli in Hodder ipso diragamine in Ribbel et sic in illo flumine per dimidiam alueum iterum recursus in mare.

We should note that Agmundesness is the designation for a place, not a province, though of course it was applied to a territory in the form of a wapentake or hundred.  The name is clear enough, being a compound of the Scandinavian personal name Agmundr and Old Norse nes‚ ‘a headland’.  The headland in question may have been in the vicinity of Knott End, but the name became applied to the entire peninsula between the Cocker and the Ribble.  The form Agmundesness in King Æthelstan’s charter has an Old English genitive in -es, whereas later spellings, e.g. Domesday Book Agemundrenesse, have a Scandinavian genitive in -ar.  The implication here is that the name was originally coined by English speakers, but that it was later - that is sometime between 934 and 1086 - remodelled by Scandinavian speakers.  The boundaries of the territory are in Latin and this is what led W. H. Stevenson to believe the charter to be a forgery, since Anglo-Saxon charter bounds are normally in Old English.
Of the river-names, Cocur, the modern COCKER, belongs to a British river-name *Kukrā from the adjective *kukro- ‘crooked’.  A parallel from Continental Celtic is contained in KOCHERNBACH/R. au de COCHERON in Lorraine.  The HODDER is also British with the sense ‘pleasant stream’ (PrWelsh *hōth (cf. Welsh hawdd ‘easy, pleasant, prosperous, happy’), *dußr ‘water, stream’.  The form Ribbel is of course our RIBBLE, whose etymology is disputed, though I would favour derivation from Old English ripel ‘(boundary) strip’.  Also difficult is the other spring which is called in English (Saxonice) Duleshope. A. H.Smith identified Duleshope with Dunsop Bridge and the Dunsop River, but these are first attested in records of 1652 and 1704.  The problem here is that the absence of medieval spellings makes it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to find a satisfactory etymology.
Domesday Book is our first major source for Lancashire place-names, but we have to make certain reservations.  The document is a product of King William’s Norman administration.  Though English informants were involved in its compilation, and indeed the scribe of Great Domesday was an Englishman or a person from the Continent who had been trained in an English scriptorium, it belongs to the scribal and orthographic tradition of post-Carolingian northern France.  It has a fairly good coverage of major names in Amounderness and in the coastal regions from Furness in the north to West Derby Hundred in the south, but there are large tracts of east Lancashire, especially in Blackburn and Salford Hundreds, where Domesday Book has no information.
Later supraregional sources are more informative.  This is true of a key exchequer source, the Book of Fees or Testa de Nevill, which was written in 1302 and contains Lancashire inquests of 1212 and 1242/3.  Another exchequer series of records of major value for early names is the series of Pipe Rolls starting with that of 1130.  There are also taxation records, such as the Lay Subsidy Rolls of 1327 and 1332 or the Poll Tax returns of 1379 and 1381.  These and legal sources, such as the Curia Regis Rolls, the Assize Rolls and the Feet of Fines, are central and not local sources and, for the most part, are sources for major names, that is, the names of hundreds, parishes and townships, but not for field and minor names.
Lay Subsidy Rolls, Assize Rolls and Feet of Fines were calendared with English abstracts by the Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire at the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth century.  The place-name forms are not normalized.
Local sources for Lancashire are plentiful, though they don’t begin before the middle of the twelfth century.  In the first instance, we must begin with monastic cartularies, that is registers in which the muniments of particular religious houses were copied.  Lancashire has four major examples of this type of document, namely those of Whalley Abbey, Furness Abbey, Cockersand Abbey and Burscough Priory.  These have all been edited and they contain substantial bodies of material.  In our immediate area, documents from Penwortham Priory, a dependent house of the  great Benedictine Abbey of Evesham, were edited for the Chetham Society by W. A. Hulton in 1853.  We should note that the cartularies themselves, though they contain early material, are relatively late.  The Cockersand cartulary dates from 1268 and that of Burscough Priory from c. 1390-1400.  For contemporary witnesses of indisputably local character, we must turn to the estate and family muniments deposited in the Lancashire Archives.  The muniments of such families as Farington of Worden, Hesketh of Rufford, De Hoghton of Hoghton and Molyneux of Sefton reach back to the thirteenth century and earlier, and medieval private charters from such collections are an invaluable source for early place-names and personal names, and for medieval dialectology.  We are greatly helped by R. Sharpe France’s Guide to the Lancashire Record Office and by calendars of deeds kept in the Lancashire Archives in Preston.
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From Lumby, J. H (ed), 1936 A calendar of the deeds and papers in the possession of Sir James de Hoghton, Bart., of Hoghton Tower Lancashire, Lancashire and Cheshire Record Society, vol. 88
As an example of a document of this kind, the earliest charter in the De Hoghton collection, DDHo F 286, a record of c. 1160 which is reproduced in facsimile in the frontispiece of Lumby’s calendar of 1936, was chosen.  This charter is a grant made by Richard Bussell, feudal lord of the fee (or barony) of Penwortham, to Richard Fitun of eight ploughlands (carucatas) in Elswick, Clayton-le-Woods, Whittle-le-Woods, Wheelton, Withnell, Hoghton and Roddlesworth.  It was examined in the context of orthographic practices, medieval dialectology and Scandinavian personal names in the witness list.

The lecture was concluded by an examination of the implications of a group of mid-thirteenth-century field name forms from Hothersall (in Ribchester parish) for historical dialectology.
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