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Please send Notes & Queries, reviews of events, information about place names research, and any other News to: nigelrjneil@googlemail.com
Sorry, but there will be no LPNS AGM in 2020 !
The organised membership that you are, you will probably have in your diaries that the LPNS AGM 2020 should be happening this coming Tuesday, 20th October. It will come as no great surprise to you to learn that it would not be possible, under the present Covid 19 restrictions, to hold such a meeeting. Also, in the absence of an LPNS Consitution which might require us to hold one, there is no pressing reason why we should trouble you with a virtual AGM.
In Spring 2020, before lockdown, we were ready to announce that Jonathan Masters - who joined the committeee last year and is ESRC’s CASE PhD candidate, in the History Department at Lancaster University - would give a talk next week.
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/people-profiles/jonathan-masters

Jonathan expects to be still in the North West next Autumn. So, as things stand, your committee feel it would be best to wait in the (by no means certain) hope that we can hold a live meeting this time in 2021. However, if local and national Covid restrictions remain, and a face-to-face meeting is still impossible, we’ll try to arrange a virtual presentation (Zoom or similar).

Jonathan says: “It would be a pleasure to deliver a paper based on my research. The changing landscape of Lancashire's coastal plain. Social and economic development and the evidence of minor place-names, 1150-1550. The title is rather general and covers the full area of my research. My intention is to give a paper of two halves, the first covering a general overview of the project, my research approach, and its intended contribution to the field. In the second half I will share some of my findings in more detail on a specific area of interest. Potentially, one of two areas I may focus on are either the marshes along the River Alt valley, or the area of Martin Mere, and the local place-name evidence related documents reveal.”
That gives us all something to look forward to ! Much needed at present.
Lancashire Archives has now re-opened !
A message from Jacquie Crosby: I am delighted to tell you that Lancashire Archives has now re-opened and that our new COVID-secure procedures seem to be working well, once people have managed to find their way into the building. Please note that all visits are by advance appointment only and all research material must be ordered in advance, including microfilm and microfiche.
Find out more at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/archives/
Unfortunately government restrictions and a very low occupancy rating for our meeting room means that we can't have an LPNS annual meeting face to face, and the majority of the committee did not relish the prospect of a virtual meeting. We do however very much want to hear about Jonathan Masters' research and will either postpone his lecture until next autumn or arrange a webinar.

The closure of all archives and libraries has limited John Insley's research as well as our volunteers' ability to continue the excerpting work. A couple of people are working from home on printed transcripts and so work is still continuing, if at a reduced pace. More volunteers are always welcome.
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The Lancashire Tithes Transcription Project 2019-2020







By Mrs Elizabeth Field, Lancaster and Morecambe U3a

When I first heard about the Tithes Transcription Project through my local U3a History group, I was intrigued, knowing very little about the process, but interested to learn more and become involved, since I had time to spare aside from the other activities I undertook in retirement. I went to a meeting in Preston and was impressed by the scope of the project and very keen to learn more about the task. I wanted to get started and quickly familiarised myself with the methods and the scope of the job. We were given excellent guidance and encouraged to get involved and use our initiative to resolve any puzzling entries we came across. Any queries were resolved and sometimes threw up other interesting questions about spelling of place names and family circumstances at this time. Issues with how to photograph the tithe apportionments in the most useful way were part of the learning we encountered.

I soon began researching the whole process of tithe apportionment from the 1830s and 1840s, but then became more intrigued by the names of landowners and occupiers and the places being listed. I deliberately chose areas local to me and could actually identify places and families, some of whom were famous in our area for other reasons. This led me to want to find out more about the families and their estates, but it also stimulated an interest in the social history that can be seen in these snapshots of details from this precise time. The task was straightforward and just needed me to be accurate and thorough, which I had been used to in my teaching career. I was fascinated by the names and land use information for places I knew and I followed up some of this with my own research into place and field names and the history of the most prominent families, especially the women landowners of the time. I speculated about their lives and went in search of more facts and information from other sources.

In the months before the lockdown period, I was able to visit Lancashire Archives many times, and was given help and advice about their resources. This was a place I had never been able to visit while I was working. I chatted with others doing the same thing and made friends and we corresponded, especially when the country went into lockdown and we couldn’t visit. Fortunately, I had taken photographs of a schedule for a very large area and that kept me busy, as well as checking for errors on the others. I was concerned to be accurate, though I know in the thousands of entries one or two slips will occur.

Independently, I joined a research group and contributed my knowledge and insights into this area of information, alongside others who were working on old maps, census documents and even those looking for family history information, especially if they had local ties.

I have enjoyed the whole process and it has opened another area for me to look into at this time. I would like to thank the project leaders and all those who helped us. I will continue to do the work if that is possible. 
Would you be interested in joining the LPNS Committee ?

At the 2019 AGM, on Jacquie Crosby announced that Jonathan Masters has joined the committee and Mike Prescott has taken over the website, to replace Christine Storey and Andrew Walmsley who had stood down. BUT, WE'RE STILL LOOKING FOR A TREASURER AND A CHAIRMAN FROM ASAP. If you are interested, please contact the Newsletter Editor.
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