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Your new editor ! 
Please bear with me, everyone, I am quite new to writing newsletters !  Jennifer’s shoes as 
LPNS Newsletter editor are (metaphorically only, I’m sure) large ones to fill. She has been 
juggling a great many of the Survey’s roles for a long time, and I (far too eagerly) agreed to 
try my hand at the Newsletter so as to feel more useful as a Committee member. But your 
help would also be much appreciated. What would you like to see in the LPNS Newsletter? 
Better still, would you like to write something (place-names related, in the widest sense) to 
share with us? I for one think it would be really great to get more feedback from 
volunteers about what they have been contributing, and interesting place names found (on 

which we could get our editor Prof John Insley to give interim comments). But more importantly, we all 
need to work less in a vacuum and help each other, and ask around to find more prospective volunteers, 
to pick up the pace of some tasks. For those of you who missed it, Dr Jayne Carroll’s inspiring talk after 
the 2016 AGM provided some pointers for ways that we might reach a wider audience, based on her 
Shropshire experience, and your committee are thinking hard about ways we might become more 
outward-looking. Nigel Neil 

 

LPNS volunteers       A message from Jacquie Crosby 

I am delighted that 9 people have expressed an interest in helping with the LPNS project to enable John 
Insley to progress with his work on a new edition of the origins of Lancashire Place Names for the 
English Place-Name Society. The first volume will include major place names – hundreds, parishes, 
townships, Domesday manors, rivers and hills. 
 

Four people have  already started work in the searchroom at Lancashire Archives, extracting place name 
information from the calendars of records held in Lancashire. Another volunteer is working on the De 
Lacy accounts recently published by the Ranulf Higden Society, and another will shortly start work in 
Barrow Archives. 
 

We are grateful to them all. Essential requirements for this project are accuracy and attention to detail. 
Access to a laptop is helpful, but there is no need to be able to read Medieval handwriting. 
 

If you  are interested in helping with this project please get in touch with the LPNS Co-ordinator, Jacquie 
Crosby. jacquie.crosby@lancashire.gov.uk 

 

English Place-Name Society 
Rather belatedly, but better late than never, LPNS has joined the English Place-Name Society.  The 
committee agreed that we should be a member of the organisation which our work in Lancashire is 
endeavouring to support. Further information about the  Society can be found at: 
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/epns/index.aspx 

http://www.lpns.org.uk/
mailto:jacquie.crosby@lancashire.gov.uk
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/epns/index.aspx
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Event at Lancashire Archives, Friday 24 March 2017 at 7.00 pm 
Our place names have their roots in the distant past and LPNS Newsletter readers might also be 
interested in this event in March: 

Stephen, Count of Mortain, and the honour of Lancaster: politics and salvation in the 1120s and 1130s 
This talk by Hugh Doherty, lecturer in Medieval History at the University of East Anglia, focuses on a 
crucial period in the history of Lancashire. Stephen, count of Mortain, grandson of William the 
Conqueror and nephew of Henry I, was among the wealthiest and most powerful magnates in the 
kingdom of the English (indeed, he seized the crown in 1135 and precipitated a period of profound 
instability). During the 1120s he exercised lordship and leadership over what, half a century later, became 
Lancashire. Using some of the earl’s charters granted to northern beneficiaries, Hugh Doherty will 
explore Stephen’s recruitment of local men; his foundation of religious communities in the region; and 
how he integrated this territory within his wider landholdings across England. Hugh is a very highly-
regarded speaker and this will be a fascinating insight into the early medieval history of the county. 
 

The lecture will be followed by a cold buffet with wine. Please book via the Friends of Lancashire 
Archives http://www.flarchives.co.uk/uploads/1/9/7/5/19752675/booking_form_docherty.pdf 

 

Places are limited and booking is essential. If you would like to enrol please in the first instance enquire by 
email to record.office@lancashire.gov.uk OR telephone 01772 533039 OR ask in person at Lancashire 
Archives, to find out if a place is available. Once a place has been reserved payment must be made no 
later than 17 March 2017 by BACS (see below for details) or by cheque (payable to Friends of Lancashire 
Archives and sent to: Stephen lecture, Lancashire Archives, Bow Lane, PRESTON PR1 2RE) For BACS 
payments please use the following details: Sort Code: 16-28-33 Account number 11771886. Please ensure 
that you give your surname as a reference. 

 

LPNS Annual General Meeting Lecture 2016 
After the usual formalities of the AGM, Dr. Jayne Carroll of the University of Nottingham gave an 
immacualtely prepared and thought-provoking talk on Completing the Shropshire place-name survey: landscape, 
language, history. The EPNS’s Shropshire survey was commenced by the late Margatet Gelling, who helped 
Dr Mary Higham initiate the LPNS. Six volumes of the Shropshire survey were completed under 
Gelling’s authorship, the last in 2012, three years after her death. Shropshire had many advantages over 
Lancashire, not least the very comprehensive tithe map transcripts by George Foxall, for nearly every 
township, but being a large county - 15 hundreds, compared with Lancashire’s seven, and a melting pot of 
Brittonic, Old English and Old French, Welsh, and some medieval Latin names – volumes for around 
half of the county had not yet been published. Dr Carroll told us about the four year Arts and Humanities 
Research Council (AHRC) funded project to complete the rest, which began in January 2013. Whilst the 
project utilises paid staff and PhD students - both at Nottingham and at the Centre for Advanced Welsh 
and Celtic Studies, at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth - it also relies heavily on volunteers. 
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/ins/projects/the-place-names-of-shropshire.aspx 
 

Above all, perhaps, we learned from Dr Carroll that presenting the results of place names research need 
not be the rather dry academic EPNS volumes which we have come to know. Making extensive use of old 
and modern mapping, photography of landscape features, artists’ impressions, and above all modern 
computer technology such as Geographical Information Systems (GIS) , there is potential to appeal to a 
wider audience. 
 

With that in mind, John Insley will be reviewing the progress of the LPNS, and discussing future 
directions, with the EPNS next month. 

http://www.flarchives.co.uk/uploads/1/9/7/5/19752675/booking_form_docherty.pdf
mailto:record.office@lancashire.gov.uk
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/ins/projects/the-place-names-of-shropshire.aspx

